
The Joe Niekro Foundation is making a difference! This past year, the
foundation held numerous events that helped bring greater public awareness
to the importance of early detection, and there will be no slowing down as we
enter in to 2011. Here’s a look back over the last 18 months.

2009 Honorary Chairmen, 
Dr. Robert Grossman and 
Hall of Famer, Joe Morgan, 
in Union Station with Joe 
Niekro Foundation 
president, Natalie Niekro

Knuckle Ball 2009
Knuckle Ball 2009 raised over $450,000 toward the       
advancement of aneurysm research and education.  
A significant portion of those funds were allocated to 
The  Methodist Neurological Institute and placed in an 
endowment program that will fund educational scientific 
symposiums for several years to come.  The first 
symposium entitled “The Current and Future Endovascular 
and Surgical Treatment of Cerebral Aneurysms” took place 
on November 13, 2010 and we had an amazing turnout of 

neurosurgeons, neuroradiologists, 
clinical care specialists and 
primary care physicians coming
together for continuing education, 
learning from  some of the most 
renown professionals in the field 
of medicine.  Our partnership with 
The Methodist Neurological Institute is instrumental, as 
they are on the forefront of brain aneurysm research and 
treatment.  
Thank you Dr. Klucznik, Dr. Diaz, Dr. 
Grossman, Dr. Zhang and Susie Gonzalez for all your 
efforts in orchestrating this forum that will continue to 
educate others for many years to come.   

Natalie Niekro stands next to 
the symposium 
informational board
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Public Service Campaign
Our Public Service Campaign has continued to grow . We now have six :30 
television commercials airing on stations throughout the country.  These PSA’s 
have been an influential tool in helping spread the word of the foundation and 
gain support from people across the globe.   To view the various videos, PSA’s and 
television commercials on the foundation, click here.

Text to Give
With technology growing 
every second, we know that 
staying ahead of the game 
gives us the opportunity to 
promote the foundation in 
“outside of the box” ways. 

One of the technological programs launched early this year was our “Text to 
Give” campaign that has allowed cell phone users to make a donation straight 
from their cell phone simply by texting any 
one of the four keywords to the number 20222: 
STRIKEOUT, KNUCKLEBALL, SHUTOUT or JN36.

This has been an extremely successful program 
for the foundation and makes giving fast and 
easy.  To maximize on these efforts, we aligned 
ourselves with various teams and hosted Brain
Aneurysm Awareness Nights at parks across the 
country. This year we were welcomed by the 
Detroit Tigers, Minnesota Twins and Atlanta Braves. The welcoming staffs at 
Comerica Park, Target Field and Turner Field each worked exceptionally hard to 
help promote the foundation by airing special commercial announcements of 
Natalie and many of Joe’s former teammates throughout the games. These 
events not only sparked thousands to donate via their cell phone, but also raised 
significant awareness from one coast of America to the other.  We plan to 
continue these awareness nights throughout 2011 as well. 

You can find all the videos from these nights on The Joe 
Niekro Foundation You Tube Channel.
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AZ Fall League
The “Text to Give” platform was 
carried on through the entire season 
of this year’s Arizona Fall League, and 
culminated with 
Brain Aneurysm Awareness Week 
this past October 25th-31st. Several 
of the MLB teams participated 
including The New York Yankees, Chicago Cubs, Minnesota Twins and Detroit 
Tigers, each donating $36 for every strikeout from their pitching rotation 
throughout the week.  This was the 2nd year The AZ Fall League promoted this 
campaign and has already committed to being a partner with the foundation 
for many years to come.

While we fight each day to raise 
awareness of this fatal condition, we also
strive to help the thousands that have 
experienced an aneurysm and looking for 
support.  In June, we launched The Joe 
Niekro Foundation Brain Aneurysm 
Support Group with the first  chapter 
beginning in Phoenix, AZ.  The  group 
consists of patients, survivors and those 

who have lost a loved one as a result of an aneurysm.  The group has truly united in 
ways impossible to describe and has become an outlet for the many that are 
suffering as a result of this fatal condition.  We are in the process of developing this 
same platform in markets across the country. Our new partnership with HCA 
Healthcare is helping lead this nationwide initiative. We are thoroughly excited and 
look forward to this new outreach that will soon explode nationwide.  To find out 
more about our support group meeting dates and times, click here.

Support Groups

Google Grant
The foundation was awarded an annual advertising grant from Google, allowing us 
to promote the foundation and our mission through search engine advertising and 
optimization. This grant has been secured through 2037, so look for the foundation  
to pop up on your computer screens at any time!  
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Wanna Get Lucky?
The foundation has embarked on a new national 
Initiative  called Wanna Get Lucky?  This creative 
t-shirt campaign will be promoted across the country,
informing the public on the importance of early 
detection. These shirts are now available for 
purchase, with all proceeds benefitting aneurysm 
awareness.  To see the various colors and styles 
available, click here.  

Legends Fantasy Camp
Fall of 2011 will host The Legends
Fantasy  Camp…Playing for a Cause 

gas, N This five day baseball fantasy  camp 
will be comprised of four teams, 
managed by Hall of Famers Phil Niekro, 
Ozzie Smith, George Brett and Gaylord 

Perry, each bringing a former MLB player to assist as their coach.   The camp is an 
opportunity of a lifetime and will include five fun-filled days of baseball  games 
and golf.  Participants will take away memories that will last a lifetime, all while 
supporting a much worthy cause.  Grab your glove and dust off those 
cleats…Legends Fantasy Camp is hitting the streets!  To find out more about this 
once in a lifetime experience, click here.

Knuckle Ball 2010
And of course let’s not forget Knuckle 
Ball 2010 – which took place on 
November 13th at Minute Maid Park 
in Houston, TX.  The event was another 
huge success and raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, all to benefit the enemy 
we are fighting every day to defeat.  For more
information on the 2010 Knuckle Ball, including pictures and attendees, click 
here. 
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The Joe Niekro Foundation will continue the fight but we need supporters such as 
you to win!  We invite you to become a part of our team, a team fighting each 
and every day to make a difference in the lives of thousands affected by this fatal 
condition.  We hope you will ride this journey with us as we continue to take The 
Joe Niekro Foundation global.  

Be sure to visit our social media outlets:

Like us on Facebook
Subscribe to The Joe Niekro Foundation Blog
Subscribe to The Joe Niekro Foundation You Tube Channel
Follow us on Twitter

“You make a living by what you get, but you make a life by what you give.” 
Anonymous

To find out more about any of these events or how you can get involved, visit  
www.joeniekrofoundation.org

The Joe Niekro Foundation
PO Box 2876

Scottsdale, AZ  85252-2876
602-318-1013

480-323-2876 (fax)
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